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CHESHIRE COUNTY DELEGATION 


Keene, N. H. 

Feb. 27, 1954 
Public Hearing on County Budget was held at the Court 
House, Saturday Feb. 27, 1954 at 2 P. M. The following mem- 
bers and delegates were present. 
Burnham, Dort, Haley, Kirk, Landers, Bennett, Codding, Faulk- 
ner, Barton, Sherwin, Kershaw, Lang, Ingham, Thompson, 
Forbes. 


The items Salaries A-F and Expenses A-D were discussed. 
Mr. Walker and Mr. Jennison spoke on appropriation for 
Sheriff’s Dept. Supt. Baker spoke on County Farm equipment. 
Mr. Coll spoke on appropriation for County Extention Service. 
Mr. Chaplin spoke on driveway and parking area on Court 
House grounds. 


A motion by Faulkner and seconded by Landers that the 
Chairman appoint a Committee of three to look over the so 
ealled Leach lot at Westmoreland Depot leased to the State 
of New Hampshire since 1940 for storage purposes, and to 
determine the sale price of said land, and make a report to the 
delegation. Chairman Kershaw appointed the following Com- 
mittee: Faulkner, Codding, Ingham. 


A motion by Bennett and seconded by Sherwin that the 
chairman appoint a special committee for a Long Range in- 
spection of the Laundry Equipment at the County Farm, and 
to make a report to the delegation. 


Chairman Kershaw appointed the following committee: 
Burnham, Bennett, Landers. 
Meeting adjourned at 4:20 P.M. 
Franklin L. Lang, Clerk. 
A true Copy: attest 
Franklin L. Lang, Clerk. 


To the Cheshire County Delegation: 


Your Committee, appointed on February 27, 1954, to check 
on the condition of Washing-Machines, at the County Farm, and 
report with recommendations, have made a complete survey 
of the situation and report as follows. 


The present equipment includes two wooden Stave Mach- 
ines, both of which are being used at the present time. One of 
these, however, is in very bad condition, and should be re- 
placed soon. These machines are driven from over-head shaft- 
ing by belts, which have to be thrown off the pulleys in order 
to stop the machines. 
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This is not a practical control, and considering the type 
of help employed to operate the Laundry, we consider that it 
is very dangerous. 

We have talked with many users of Washers, and base our 
decision partly on their experience. 


We are unanimously in favor of Stainless Steel Construc- 
tion with individual Electric Motor Drive; and after checking 
requirements with two of the principal manufacturers of Laun- 
dry Machinery in the country, we have reached the conclusion 
that we should install one 36” x 54” machine. This would have 
a capacity of doing all the washing for the institution, except 
perhaps, that from the Hospital, which has to be kept separate 
irom the other goods. 

We are sorry to be obliged to recommend the purchase of 
such an expensive piece of equipment at this time, but to us it 
seems the only practical action to take. 

This machine could be obtained from one of the two dif- 
ferent manufacturers, which we could recommend. One is lo- 
cated in the vicinity of Boston, and the other at Cincinnati, 
Ohio, and as this would be a matter of soliciting bids, we are 
unable to state the net price. 

We do however, recommend that very careful considera- 
tion be given to the specifications, on which the bids are re- 
quired to be made. 

Although this installation would require a substantial in- 
crease in the budget, we believe that it would pay well in the 
end; for it should give good and satisfactory service for a long 
time without any additional expense. 


Respectfully submitted, 
IRENE W. LANDERS, 
NELSON C. BURNHAM, 
FRANK J. BENNETT, 
Committee. 


ANNUAL MEETING CHESHIRE COUNTY DELEGATION 


County Farm 
Saturday, March 20 ,1954 
Meeting called to order 1:30 P. M. Chairman Joseph W. 
Kershaw presided. Following in attendance listed. Nelson C. 
Burnham, Wakefield Dort, Charles R. Thomas, John N. Clark, 
Orson Smith, Carl C. Spofford, Irene W. Landers, Holland 8. 
Wheeler, Frank J. Bennett, Leroy EK. Codding, Francis F. 
Faulkner, Hugh F. Waling, Charles E. Carlton, Harry EH. Sher- 
win, Ralph A. Blake, Joseph W. Kershaw, Franklin L. Lang, E. 
Everett Rhodes, Frederick H. Ingham, Roxie A. Forbes, Janet 
Pee Lovingin. 
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Each printed item of the budget submitted by the County 
Commissioners was debated and the following approvals were 
voted. 


SALARIES (A) TO (F) PROPOSED FOR 1954 


\A) County Commissioners $4500.00 
(B) Treasurer 400.00 
(C) Auditors 200.00 
(D) Solicitor 1500.00 
(E) Medical Referee 400.00 
(F) Sheriff 1500.00 
EXPENSES (A) TO (D) PROPOSED FOR 1954 
(A) Above Officers 6850.00 
(B) Register of Deeds 1825.00 
(C) Register of Probate 1350.00 
(E) Sheriff Department 5375.00 
Care and supplies of Court House 6000.00 
Expenses Superior Court 31000.00 
Expenses County Farm 95000.00 
Expenses Board of Prisoners 2000.00 
Poor off Farm 7000.00 
Old Age Assistance 4500.00 
Board & Care of Children 25000.00 
Soldiers Aid 2000.00 
Aid to Totally Disabled 1000.00 
Welfare Administration Expenses 4000.00 
Interest on Temporary Loans 600.00 
OUTLAY, NEW CONSTRUCTION & EQUIPMENT 
County Farm 138500.00 
Court House-outside painting 1185.00 
Court House-snow stop on roof 975.00 
Register of Deeds 300.00 
Miscellaneous Payments 1000.00 
State Retirement Assessment 2000.00 
County Extension Service 12000.00 | 
Elliot Community Hospital 3000.00 
Total $235,560.00 


Mr. Faulkner moved and properly seconded that $6000.00 
from Surplus Funds be transferred to the established Capital 
Reserve Fund. Approved. 


The committee appointed for inspection of the laundry 
washing machines at the County Farm was reported by Frank 
J. Bennett by reading typed report on conditions of the laundry 
equipment. The Committee consisting of Nelson C. Burnham, 
Irene W. Landers and Frank J. Bennett. 
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A motion by Ralph Blake and seconded by Frank J. Ben- 
nett that the sum of $2500.00 be appropriated in addition to 
$11,000.00 for County Farm new construction and equipment 
fund. Approved. 

The committee appointed, consisting of Francis F. Faulk- 
ner, Leroy EK. Codding and Frederick Ingham to inspect the so- 
called Leach Lot at Westmoreland Depot now leased to the 
State Highway Department. Francis F. Faulkner for the com- 
mittee, made an able report on their findings. A motion by 
Leroy Codding and seconded by Francis F. Faulkner. The 
County Commissioners are hereby authorized to sell to the State 
of New Hampshire the land now rented by the State Highway 
Department in Westmoreland for a sum not less than $350. The 
amount received to be placed in the Capital Reserve Fund. 
Approved. 

The parking area on County Court House lawn was left 
to the Executive committee to investigate the cost of the 
project and to make recommendations to the 1955 session of the 
Legislature. 

It was moved and properly seconded that amount to be 
raised by taxation be $200,560.00 Approved. 

Meeting adjourned at 3 P. M. 

FRANKLIN L. LANG, Clerk. 


A True Copy: Attest 
FRANKLIN L. LANG, Clerk. 


Special meeting of County delegation was held at the 
County Farm Saturday, July 17, 1954, with the following mem- 
bers present: Dort, Thomas, Smith, Haley, Landers, Wheeler, 
Bennett, Codding, Faulkner, Barton, Carlton, Sherwin, Blake, 
Kershaw, Lang, Rhodes, Billings and Thompson. 


The first business was a thorough inspection of the build- 
ings, divided into four groups. 

The meeting was called to order by Chairman Kershaw at 
1:20 P.M. in the chapel. 


Sherwin of Rindge moved that the meeting go into an ex- 
ecutive session which was seconded by Faulkner of Keene. 
Carried. 

A motion by Blake of Swanzey and seconded by Barton of 
Keene that the press be invited to the executive session. Car- 
ried. 

A motion by Bennett of Keene and seconded by Haley of 
Keene that the Commissioners be invited to the executive ses- 
sion. Carried. 
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A motion by Thomas of Dublin and seconded by Blake of 
Swanzey to rescind the votes and allow the County Commis- 
sioners and press to an open meeting. Carried. 

Commissioner Ingham gave a talk on the report from the 
State Department of Health in regards to their findings of con- 
ditions which they described as “Chronic and Convalescent 
Home” at the Cheshire County Farm. 


Commissioners Pierce and Park also gave talks. 


County Solicitor Joseph Cristiano was present and gave a 
talk as to what he would suggest. A concrete program to be 
worked out with an appointed committee and commissioners 
with the State Dept. of Health, so as to work out a policy that 
would be satisfactory to all concerned. 


Mr. Dort read a report of the 1950 Long Range committee 
of which he was chairman. 

A motion by Thomas of Dublin and seconded by Blake of 
Swanzey that we go into executive session. Carried. At this 
time it was found that a quorum was not present, so no action 
on the Information was taken. 

A motion by Thomas of Dublin and seconded by several 
that the chairman call a special session within two weeks and 
that each member of the delegation and delegates to the 
County Convention be notified by mail. The date was set for 
Wednesday July 28, at 8:00 P. M. at the Court House. 

Meeting adjourned at 3:30 P. M. 

FRANKLIN L. LANG, Clerk. 

A True Copy: Attest 
FRANKLIN L. LANG, Clerk. 
Court House, Keene, N. H. 


A special executive committee meeting of the County dele- 
gation met at the Court House Keene, Wednesday, July 21, 
1954 at 8:00 P. M. 


The following members were present: 


EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE 
Harry E. Sherwin, Chairman—Rindge 
Francis F. Faulkner—Keene 
John N. Clark—Harrisville 
Joseph Kershaw, County Chairman—Swanzey 
Franklin L. Lang, Clerk—Troy 


LONG RANGE COMMITTEE 
Irene W. Landers—Keene 
Charles R. Thomas—Dublin 
Charles E. Carlton—Marlboro 
Wakefield Dort—Chesterfield 
Nelson C. Burnham—Alstead 
Alexander P. Thompson—Winchester 
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Harry E. Sherwin of Rindge gave a talk on the problems 
which exists at the County Farm owing to the report from the 
State Board of Health. 


A general discussion followed the talk by the members 
present. 


A motion by Thomas and seconded by Faulkner, moved 
that this joint committee recommend to the convention that a 
sum of $2500 be appropriated from surplus cash to be made 
available for the committee to make a study of the expenses of 
a new set of buildings at the County Farm. Carried. 


A motion by Sherwin and seconded by Thomas, moved 
that the County delegation Chairman appoint a committee of 
five to meet with Mr. Billings at the County Farm on Monday, 
July 26, 1954. Carried. 


The Chairman appointed the following committee: 
Harry E. Sherwin, Chairman 
Charles R. Thomas 
Alexander P. Thompson 
Wakefield Dort 
Irene Landers 


A motion by Faulkner and seconded by Carlton that com- 
mittee requests that a Fire Drill program be instituted at once 
at the County Farm under the direction of the State Fire Mar- ~ 
shall. Carried. 


Meeting adjourned at 9:45 P.M. 


FRANKLIN L. LANG, Clerk. 
A True Copy: Attest 
FRANKLIN L. LANG, Clerk. 
Court House 
Keene, New Hampshire 


An executive meeting of the County delegation with the 
Long Range Committee, and the appointed Project committee 
met at the Court House in Keene Wednesday, July 28th, at 7:30 
P.M. with the following present: 


EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE 


Harry E. Sherwin, Chairman—Rindge 

Francis F. Faulkner—Keene 

John N. Clark—Harrisville 

Joseph Kershaw, County Chairman—Swanzey 
Franklin L. Lang, Clerk—Troy 


LONG RANGE COMMITTEE 


Irene W. Landers—Keene 
Charles R. Thomas—Dublin 
Charles E. Carlton—Marlboro 
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Wakefield Dort—Chesterfield 
Nelson C. Burnham—Alstead 
Alexander P. Thompson—Winchester 


APPOINTED PROJECT COMMITTEE 


Harry E. Sherwin, Chairman—Rindge 
Charles Thomas—Dublin 

Alexander P. Thompson—Winchester 
Wakefield Dort—Chesterfield 

Irene W. Landers—Keene 

Francis F. Faulkner—Keene 


Mr. Sherwin read the committee report of the meeting 
held Monday, July 26, 1954 at 2:00 P. M. at the County Farm 
with L. K. Billings and Dr. Mary M. Atchison of the State 
Board of Health 


The following is the report. 


SPECIAL COMMITTEE FOR CHESHIRE COUNTY FARM 


A meeting of the Special Committee at Cheshire County 
Farm was held Monday, July 26, 1954 at 2:00 P. M. with L. K. 
Billmgs and Dr. Mary M. Atchison of the State Board of 
Health. 


Committee present were: 


Harry Sherwin, Chairman 
Irene Landers 

Charles Thomas 
Wakefield Dort 
Alexander Thompson 
Francis F. Faulkner 


Mr. Billings outlined the report of grievances mailed us 
June 29th. The situation opened for discussion with each 
member of the committee expressing their reaction. 


The drawing and charts, that were submitted in 1950 were 
presented to the attention of Mr. Billings. 


Then a general inspection was made by the full committee 
accompanied by Mr. Billings and Dr. Atchison. 

The infirmary was the first place inspected. Mr. Billings 
indicated that on elevator shaft sliding doors were necessary 
on first and second floors and door on entrance of stairs to 
prevent the rapid advanee of fire in the event the place became 
ignited. On second floor it was proposed that a fire escape 
should be built on the west side of building with entrance 
through a storeroom closet. 

On first floor it was proposed that a fire escape be placed 
on the porch with either the pipes taken out and radiator sub- 
stituted or that it should be done by steps to the window ledge 
with steps on outside reaching ground. 
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The above is proposed temporary expedient until we can do 
something more in rebuilding. 


He definitely condemned the domiciles of men and women. 

In tact the buildings were so very depressing in appear- 
ance. 

There was no question in the charman’s mind but that we 
have to provide an appropriation to rebuild the entire set-up, 
after a Project Committee presents an acceptable plan. 

HARRY E. SHERWIN, Chairman 


Mr. Dort read a letter from Lester K. Billings, Director, 

Bureau of Hospital Services which follows. 
July 27, 1954 

Mr. Wakefield Dort 
% County Commissioners Office 
County Court House 
Keene, New Hampshire 
Dear Mr. Dort: 


This letter is to confirm our conversations with a Com- 
mittee of the County Delegation at the Cheshire County Ins- 
titution in Westmoreland on July 26, 1954. 


It is apparent that this committee is fully aware of the 
basic situation at the institution in connection with the physical 
plant. In fact, this committee already has sketched plans in its 
possession which, if they had been adopted would have elim- 
inated virtually all our criticism in this respect. 

This plan, including both new construction and extensive 
remodeling at Westmoreland is basically licensable, involving 
the construction of a new House of Correction (in a separate 
building) remodeling and extension of the present main build- 
ing to house all inmates requiring only domiciliary care. The 
abandonment of the present women’s and small men’s building 
and necessary correctional changes in the Infirmary Building. 

However, as we pointed out, this plan may not solve the 
staffing problem which has complicated operations at West- 
moreland for a number of years. It was also pointed out that 
the present Infirmary Building is not in any way adequate to 
meet the demand for such services in the County. 


We therefore recommend that serious consideration be 
given to the construction of a larger Infirmary unit in Keene. 
This is the population center of the County and has available 
all medical, nursing, and hospital services required for the 
best operation of such a facility. It was also pointed out that 
such a unit may be eligible for Federal Assistance under legis- 
lation now pending. 
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It is to be pointed out that the decisions relative to the 
licensure of this institution rests with the Hospital Advisory 
Council. However, the entire policy of the Licensure Program 
is correctional rather than punitive. I therefore believe they 
will give fair consideration to proposals which may be made 
that will effectively correct the situation as it now exists. 


LESTER K. BILLINGS, Director 


The executive committee recessed and at 8:05 P.M. the 
County delegation was called to order by chairman Kershaw 
with the following members present. 

Burnham, Dort, Thomas, Clark, Smith, Haley, Kirk, Lan- 
ders, Wheeler, Bennett, Heald, Codding, Faulkner, Barton, 
Waling, Carlton, Sherwin, Blake, Kershaw, Lang, Rhodes, 
Thompson. Delegates to the County Convention, Janet P. 
Tolman of Nelson and William F. Lane of Stoddard. 


The report of the Special Committee and letter from the 
State Board of Health was read to the delegation. At this time 
a discussion took place, and Commissioners Ingham and Park 
were called in to answer questions put forth by members of the 
delegation. 


A motion by Mr. Burnham, and seconded by Mr. Codding 
that the same special committee serve to make a study and pro- 
cure plans for alterations or new buildings at the County 
Farm, and that the sum of $2000 be made available from sur- 
plus funds to the committee and that a report to the delegation 
be made by October 1. Carried. 


The chairman called on Mr. John R. Holbrook of Keene to 
show and explain the drawings he made of alterations and ex- 
tentions of the present buildings at the County Farm. 


A motion by Waling and seconded by Lane that a Fire 
Drill Program be instituted at once at the County Farm under 
the direction of the State Fire Marshall. Carried. 

A motion by Mr. Dort and seconded by Mr. Waling that the 
County Commissioners and the executive committee be in- 
stucted to install the elevator fire door and such other mini- 
mum safety requirements in the County Farm Infirmary as 
stipulated by Lester K. Billings, Director, Bureau of Hospital 
Services as basis for continued operation until permanent new 
arrangements are made, and that the commissioners be allowed 
to expend for the above purposes not to exceed $3000 from sur- 
plus. Carried 

A motion by the chairman and seconded by several that 
the delegation give a vote of thanks to Mr. Holbrook for his 
very interesting talk. 

The meeting adjourned at 10:40 P. M. 

FRANKLIN L. LANG, Clerk. 
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A True Copy: Attest 
FRANKLIN L. LANG, Clerk. 
Meeting of County Convention 
Court House, Keene, N. H. 
2 P. M. October 23, 1954 
Meeting was called by Chairman, Joseph Kershaw, notices 
being sent by registered letter October 13, 1954. Joseph Ker- 
shaw, chairman, presided at the meeting and the following 
members were present: Burnham, Thomas, Smith, Dort, Haley, 
Landers, Wheeler, Bennett, Faulkner, Waling, Heald, Sweeney, 
Codding, Sherwin, Blake, Kershaw, Rhodes, Ingham, Thomp- 
son, Lang, Carlton, Tolman, Forbes, Lane, Spofford. 
The transcript of the meeting October 23 is on file at the 
County Commissioners’ Office and can be seen by anyone who 
is interested. 


REPORT OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS 


To the citizens of Cheshire County: 

In keeping with the Public Statutes of the State of New 
Hampshire, the Commissioners present herewith their annual 
report for the year 1954. Included are reports of County Treas- 
urer, Solicitor, Sheriff, Clerk of Court, Superintendent and 
Matron at County Farm, Master of the House of Correction, and 
County and State Auditors. 

1954 has been a trying year for all who have the respon- 
sibility of maintainence and well-being of the Institution, espec- 
ially the Superintendent and Matron. Many changes have been 
recommended and many demands have been made. State Offi- 
cials have condemned two of the present buildings so far as 
medical patients are concerned, demanded more nursing care 
in the infirmary and many changes in the building’s structure. 
These changes were made on a temporary basis pending a new 
building in another location being erected at a later date. 
Women inmates in the Women’s Building, so-called, were trans- 
ferred to the infirmary. A crowded condition exists, however 
the inmates are adjusting themselves to this change. 

The Commissioners, also the Superintendent, have been 
eriticized for lack of nurses at the Institution and every effort 
has been made to get nurses. Local doctors as well as nurses 
who came for a short term to help out, cooperated with the 
Commissioners and Superintendent to get this help. After the 
license was revoked, nurses have been employed that meet the 
requirements of State Officials. A license to operate an In- 
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stitutional Infirmary has been issued until such time as a new 
building can be erected and put in operation. Last October 23rd, 
the County Delegation voted to erect a building within Keene 
City limits. A Building Committee with the County Commis- 
sioners have made an inspection of several locations. 


Because of these changes more help was required for the 
infirmary and other departments. The Budget for 1954 was 
exceeded as the demand for the extra expense had to be met. 

The Delegation voted to appropriate sums of $2,000.00 for 
the Project Committee, $3,000.00 for changes to the infirmary 
building, $6,000.00 to the Capital Reserve Fund. These sums 
taken from the Surplus, left cash on hand as of January 1, 1955, 
less than the previous year. The Delegation also voted that the 
$350.00 for the sale of the Leach lot, so-called, at Westmoreland 
Depot, be added to the Capital Reserve Fund. 


This past year the Commissioners’ Office has seemed to be 
a clearing house for people looking for advice on welfare prob- 
lems and for those needing assistance of some kind. These 
people do not understand the requirements for settlement or 
where they should apply for aid. 


The number of County welfare recipients has risen con- 
siderably during the year partly due to lack of employment or 
compensation. Altho it has meant a large amount of time and 
detailed accounting, the County has handled a lot of surplus 
foods which have been available for low-income, unsettled 
families. Considerable work has been done to bring in reim- 
bursement for children boarded by the County. Several families 
during the year have had complete support and supervision for 
some months which has necessitated regular weekly visits and 
personal attention by the Visitor. Many children have been 
transported for medical attention and to clinics, and the co- 
operation of service organizations and the Humane Society has 
been greatly appreciated. 

Our thanks to Superintendent Baker, Matron Mrs. Sawyer, 
nurses and all of the employees at the Institution who have 
made this home comfortable as possible. 

Respectfully submitted, 
DAYTON L. PARK, 
HAROLD O. PIERCH, 
FREDERICK H. INGHAM, 
County Commissioners 
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DIVISION OF MUNICIPAL ACCOUNTING 
STATE TAX COMMISSION 


Concord, New Hampshire 


June, 1, 1954 
Board of County Commissioners 
Cheshire County 
Keene, New Hampshire 
Gentlemen: 
In accordance with the provisions of Chapter 82, Section 
27, of the Revised Laws, the biennial examination and audit of 
the accounts of Cheshire County has been made by the Division 
of Municipal Accounting of the State Tax Commission. The 
audit covered the fiscal years ended December 31, 1952 and 
December 31, 1953. Submitted herewith is the report of this 
audit including Exhibits as hereafter listed. The report is made 
up in three sections as follows: 
Section I—Fiscal Year Ended December 31, 1952. 
Section I1—Fiscal Year Ended December 31, 1953. 
Section IJi—Ten Year Statement of Indebtedness, Valuation. 
and Taxes. 


SCOPE OF AUDIT 


Included in the examination and audit were the accounts 
and records of the Board of County Commissioners, County 
Treasurer, Clerk of the Superior Court and Superintendent 
of the County Farm. 


FINANCIAL STATEMENTS 
Comparative Balance Sheets: 


December 31, 1951-December 31, 1952 (Exhibit A) 
December 31, 1952-December 31, 1953 (Exhibit I) 


Comparative Balance Sheets for the fiscal years ended Dee- 
ember 31, 1951- 1952 and December 31, 1952-1953, are presented 
in Exhibits A and I, respectively. As indicated therein the 
Surplus increased by $3,792.13 in 1952 and decreased by $13, 
456.09 in 1958. 


Analysis of Change in Financial Condition: 


Fiscal Year Ended December 31, 1952 (Exhibit B) 

Fiscal Year Ended December 31, 1953 (Exhibit J) 

Statements presenting an analysis of the factors which 
caused the change in financial conditions of the County during 
the fiscal years ended December 31, 1952 and December 31, 
1953, are included in Exhibits B and J, respectively. 
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In 1952 the Surplus increased by $3,792.13. The factors 
which caused this were as follows: 


Increases in Surplus 
Net Budget Surplus $20,615.67 


Decreases in Surplus 
Part of Cash Surplus Used to Reduce 





County Tax $15,000 00 
Decrease in Accounts Receivable 473 27 
Increase in Accounts Payable 1,850 27 
16,823 54 
Net Increase $3,792 138 


The reduction in Surplus of $138,456 09 during 1953, was 
brought about as follows: 


Decreases in Surplus 
Part of Cash Surplus Used to Reduce 





County Tax $17,000 00 
Part of Cash Surplus Transferred to 
Capital Reserve Fund 6,000 00 
$23,000 00 
Increases in Surplus 
Net Budget Surplus $7,788 58 
Increase in Accounts Receivable 208 51 
Decrease in Accounts Payable oodles. 
9,043 91 
Net Decrease $13,456 09 


Comparative Statements of Appropriations and Expenditures 
—KEstimated and Actual Revenues: 


Fiscal Year Ended December 31, 1952 (Exhibits C & D) 
Fiscal Year Ended December 31, 1953 (Exhibits K & L) 


In the fiscal year ended December 31, 1952, a net revenue 
surplus of $14,426.00, plus a net unexpended balance of ap- 
propriations of $6,189.67, resulted in a net budget surplus of 
$20,615.67. 


In 1953 a net revenue surplus of $9,822.59, less a net over- 


draft of appropriations of $2,034.01, resulted in a net budget 
surplus of $7,788.58. 
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Summaries of Receipts and Expenditures: 
Fiscal Year Ended December 31, 1952 (Exhibit EB) 
Fiscal Year Ended December 31, 1953 (Exhibit M) 


Summaries of the expenditures of the County, made up in 
accordance with the uniform classification of accounts, for the 
fiscal years ended December 31, 1952 and December 31, 1958, 
are presented in Exhibits EK and M, respectively. 


ACCOUNTS OF COMMISSIONERS AND TREASURER 


All orders issued by the Commissioners and Clerk of the 
Superior Court during the periods under review were examined 
and compared with corresponding entries in the Treasurer’s 
records. Supporting invoices and payrolls were also examined 
and the classification of expenditures noted. Proof of the 
Treasurer’s balance as of December 31, 1953, is shown in Ex- 
hibit N. 


CLERK OF THE SUPERIOR COURT 


The financial accounts and records of the Clerk of Court 
of Cheshire County were examined. Court receipts were check- 
ed by source, insofar as possible, and found to be properly re- 
corded. Court orders issued by the Clerk were supported by 
invoices, vouchers and payrolls bearing the approval of a 
Superior Court Justice. 


COUNTY FARM 


The accounts and records of the Superintendent of the 
County Farm were examined. Receipts of the County Farm 
were checked by source through the triplicate forms. All re- 
ceipts, as recorded in the cash book, were properly accounted 
for by the Superintendent through remittances to the County 
Treasurer. 


Classified summaries of receipts and expenditures of the 
County Institutions for the years 1952 and 19538 are presented 
in Exhibits G and O, respectively. 


GENERAL COMMENTS 
Application of Chapter 73-Laws of 1951: 


Section 1 of Chapter 73, Laws of 1951, relative to County 
appropriations and expenditures, reads as follows: 


“1. APPROPRIATIONS. Amend chapter 44 of the Re- 
vised Laws as amended by chapter 142 of the Laws of 
1947, by inserting after section 7 the following new sec- 
tions: 7-a. EXCEEDING APPROPRIATIONS. No 
county commissioner shall pay, or agree to pay, or in- 
cur any liability for the payment of, any sum of money 
for which the county convention has made no appro- 
priation, or in excess of any appropriation so made 
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except for the payment of Judgments rendered against 
the county. In the case of an emergency, however, 
county commissioners may apply to the executive com- 
mittee, which, after a public hearing, may grant to the 
county commissioners authority in writing to make 
such emergency payment. Whenever it appears that 
the amount appropriated for a specific purpose will 
not be used in whole or part for such purpose, the 
county commissioners may use such sum to augment 
other appropriations, if necessary, provided the total 
payments for all purposes do not exceed the total sum 
of appropriations in any year made by the county con- 
vention.” 
As indicated by Exhibit L, County expenditures in 1953 in 
comparison to budgetary appropriations were as follows: 


Overdrafts of Appropriations $9,384 10 
Unexpended Balances of Appropri 
ations 7,350 09 


Net Overdraft of Appropriations $2,034 01 


It is therefore noted that County expenditures in 1953 
exceeded budgetary appropriations by $2,034.01. We did not 
find that application was made to the executive committee of 
the legislative delegation or written authority granted by this 
committee to exceed appropriations as required by the pro- 
visions of this law. 

Competitive Bidding: 

In the report of our last audit which was made in 1952, we 
commented upon the fact that the provisions of Section 8 of 
Chapter 47 of the Revised Laws, relating to competitive bidd- 
ing had not been very closely adhered to. It is very gratifying 
to report therefore, that considerable progress has been made 
in respect to obtaining competitive bids in connection with the 
purchases of materials and supplies and the County Commis- 
sioners are to be commended for their efforts to improve this 
procedure. 

Debt Limit: 

The debt limit and borrowing capacity of Cheshire County 
as of January 1, 1954, as provided by Municipal Finance Act 
(Chapter 258 of the Laws of 1953, which amends and replaces 
Chapter 72 of the Revised Laws) is as follows: 

Cheshire County 
1953 Assessed Valuation of 


Cheshire County (City of 
Keene & All Towns) $83,661,223 00 
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Debt Limit (3% of Assessed 


Valuation) 2,509,836 00 
Outstanding Bonds or Long 
Term Notes -0- 
Net Borrowing Capacity $ 2,509,836 00 
Conclusion: 


The accounts and records of the county officials were found 
in good condition and the accounting and financial procedure, 
with exceptions as herein noted, conformed to prescribed meth- 
ods and procedure. 

In conformance with Section 31, Chapter 211, of the Laws 
of 1939, a copy of this report or a summary of its essential fea- 
tures should be published in the next annual report of the 
County. This letter of transmittal should be included in its 
entirety but the publication of Exhibits is optional. 

The appreciation and thanks of the members of this 
Division is hereby expressed to the officials of Cheshire County 
and the office staff for the assistance rendered during the 
course of the audit. 

Yours very truly, 
HAROLD G. FOWLER, Director 
Division of Municipal Accounting 
State Tax Commission 
ALAN R. MATTHEWS, Auditor 
HUGH J. CASSIDY, Accountant 


FINANCIAL REPORT 
For the Fiscal Year Ending December 31, 1954 


BALANCE SHEET 


ASSETS 
Cash on hand $17,139 77 
Capital Reserve Fund 12,608 62 


Accounts due the County: 
(a) County Farm receipts includ- 


ing board and care $1,806 06 
(b) Petty cash at Co. Farm 200 00 


(c) Miscellaneous 422 00 
2,428 06 
Total assets $32,176 45 


- 
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LIABILITIES 
Accounts owed by the County: 

Chargeable to County Farm $1,427 21 
Chargeable to other accounts 962 82 
Capital Reserve Fund 12,608 62 
Balance of appropriation for 

reforestation 396 00 
Appropriation for Court House 

parking area 315 00 


15,509 65 
Excess of assets over liabilities $16,666 80 


RECEIPTS AND PAYMENTS 


RECEIPTS 

Current Revenue: 

Taxes from towns and city $200,560 00 
Income from Institution: 

County Farm and Hospital 36,036 06 
Reimbursements of expenditures for 

support of poor 1,403,14 
Reimbursements for board and 

eare of children 4.972 71 


$242,971 91 
Receipts Other Than Current Revenue: 


Temporary loans during year 100,000 00 
Surry Flood Land 273 37 
Sale of Leach lot 350 00 
Miscellaneous refunds 295 84 
Total receipts from all sources $343,891 12 
Cash on hand at begining of year 30,671.94 


$374,563 06 
PAYMENTS 
Current Maintenance Expenses: 
General Government: 
1. Salaries of 


(a) Commissioners $4,500 00 
(b) Treasurer 400 00 
(ec) Auditors 200 00 
(d) Solicitor 1,500 00 
(e) Medical Referee 189 80 


(f) Sheriff 1500 00 
$8,289 80 
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2. Expenses of 


(a) Above officers 
excepting Sheriff 
) Register of Deeds 
(c) Register of Probate 
) Sheriff Department 


3. Care and supplhes, Court House 


Superior Court: 


Jury Payrolls 

State vs payrolls | 
Counsel fee & Masters fees 
Stenographer, ete. 

Clerk of Superior Court 
Sheriff & deputies 


La 


ODOM 1 


Public Welfare 


10. County Farm, almshouse, 
hospital, jail 

11. Board of prisoners, 
Keene & Manchester 


7,240 
1,783 
1,315 
4,768 


8,882 
10,459 
1,340 
5360 
4 846 
3,101 


105,523 


1,499 


12. Support of poor not at Co. Farm 8,630 


13. Old age assistance 

14. Board and care children 

15. Aid to Soldiers 

16. Aid to Totally disabled 

17. Welfare Investigator, 
salary & expense 


Total current maintenance expenses 


All other payments: 


18. Interest on temporary loans 

19. Court House, outside painting 

20. Court House, snow stop 

21. Register of Deeds, 2 desks 

22. County Farm, new equipment 
& construction 

23. Payment of temporary loans 

24. County Extension Service 

25. Employees’ Retirement 

26. Elliot Community Hospital 

27. Surry Flood land rental 


4.291 
23.000 
1,543 
702 


3,906 


740 
1,046 
150 
293 


12,720 


100,000 


12,000 
2152 
3,000 

273 


92 
38 
76 
61 


65 
09 
68 
41 
66 
30 


93 


75 
20 
02 
40 
98 
45 


13 


15,108 67 
6,186 33 


33,990 79 


149,097 86 


212,673 45 


46 
15 
00 
26 


72 
00 
00 
50 
00 
37 
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84 


29 
ue 


06 


00 
00 
00 


00 


00 
80 
92 
38 
76 
61 
33 
us 
93 
79 
20 
02 
40 
98 
45 


28. Capital Reserve Fund 6,350 00 
29. Project Committee 1,880 64 
30. Hospital Repairs 2,648 88 
31. Miscellaneous. 
Juvenile Court 70 00 
Bond, Capital 
Res. trustee 12 00 
Delegation 
meetings, ete. 701 80 
County reports 383 04 
State Audit 327 02 1493 86 
Total of other payments 144,749 
Total payments for all purposes 307,428 
Cash on hand at end of year 17,139 
$374,563 
SCHEDULE OF COUNTY PROPERTY 
Description : Value 
Land and Buildings: 
(a) Court House, lot and furnishings $70,000 
(c) County Farm and buildings 130,000 
(d) Wood lot 300 
Total valuation $200,300 
RECAPITULATION FOR 1953 and 1954 
1953 1954 
Salaries $7,162 64 $8,100 
Medical referee 278 90 189 
Expense of County Officers 6,636 51 7,240 
Register of Deeds 1,625 55 1,783 
Register of Probate 2,067 94 1,315 
Sheriff Department 4,801 10 4,768 
Care and supplies, Coure House 6,216 52 6,186 
Court Expense $0,220 79 33,990 
Almshouse & jail, County Farm 90,657 26 105,523 
Board of Prisoners ses) eal 1,499 
Outside Poor 5,181 74 8,630 
Old Age Assistance 4,212 69 4,291 
Board and care children 19,661 18 23,000 
Soldiers Aid 333 94 1,543 
Aid to Totally Disabled 312 59d 702 
Investigator, salary and expense 3,744 61 3,906 


County Extension Service 11,500 00 12,000 


13 
00 
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Elliot Community Hospital 3,000 
Repairs & new equipment, County Farm 10,011 
Reforestation, Co. Farm 204 
Desks, Register of Deeds 
Painting, ete., Court House 3,135 
New Transmitter, Sheriff Dept. 2,074 
Retirement of County Employees 1,841 
Loans and interest 50,370 
Surry Flood land 340 
Capital Reserve Fund 6,000 
Project Committee 
Hospital Repairs 
Miscellaneous 776 
$274,806 


PUBLIC WELFARE 


a. Support of Paupers off County 


Keene $5,023 
Chesterfield : 489 
Fitzwilliam 246 
Gilsum 435 
Hinsdale 139 
Jaffrey oo4 
Harrisville 246 
Marlboro 360 
Richmond 52 
Swanzey 46 
Rindge 4 
Troy 201 
Walpole 246 
Westmoreland 214 
Winchester 333 


b. Support of Children 


Alstead 1,053 
Chesterfield 106 
Hinsdale 4,054 
Harrisville 905 
Jaffrey 939 
Marlboro 2,149 
Swanzey 882 
Troy 512 


Walpole 192 


00 3,000 

06 12,720 
00 

293 

00 1,196 
04 

29 2.152 

66 100,740 

50 273 

00 6,350 

1,880 

2,648 

31 1,493 

62 $357,423 


Farm 


20 
15 
00 
17 
08 
94 
94 
00 
00 
79 
94 
76 
37 
56 
34 


$8,630 


50 
70 
18 
00 
00 
89 
43 
17 
00 


00 
72 


26 
15 


50 
46 
37 
00 
64 
88 
86 


29 


20 


Westmoreland 
Winchester 
Keene 


Keene 
Chesterfield 
Dublin 
Jaffrey 
Rindge 
Sullivan 
Surry 
Swanzey 
Winchester 


Keene 
Hinsdale 
Gilsum 
Jaffrey 
Marlboro 
Swanzey 
Troy 


CHESHIRE COUNTY REPORTS 


420 
1,789 
9.995 


c. Old Age Assistance 


2,100 
411 
142 

45 
338 
56 
152 
460 
583 


d. Soldiers Aid 








$23 000 40 


$4291 02 


$1543 98 


RELIEF EXTENDED TO COUNTY CHARGES 
January 1, 1954 to January 1, 1955 


January 
February 
March 
April 

May 

June 
July 
August 
September 
October 
November 
December 


Regular 


Relief 


$940 
551 
1,008 
703 
900 
733 
349 
449 
431 
375 
682 
826 


$7,938 


ol 
29 
45 
82 
18 
76 
a0 
90 
42 
76 
04 
31 


94 


Soldiers 


$213 
21k 
251 
78 


39 
69 
12 
36 


19 
23 
og 
21 


17 
90 
00 
00 
191 24 
77 80 
19 14 


$1,174 41 


Dependent Board & Care 


Children 
$1,864 67 
1,892 65 
2,024 00 
1,979 75 
1.952679 
1,858 87 
2,069 05 
1,910 30 
1,861 27 
1,929 84 
1.751) 05 
L613652 


$22,707 76 
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REPORT OF 


TREASURER OF CHESHIRE COUNTY 


To the Board of Commissioners for the County of Cheshire: 


Gentlemen: I herewith submit the report of the Treasurer 
of the County of Cheshire for the year ending December 31, 


1954. 
RECEIPTS 


Taxes from Towns and City of Keene: 


Alstead 
Chesterfield 
Dublin 
Fitzwilliam 
Gilsum 
Harrisville 
Hinsdale 
Jaffrey 
Keene 
Marlborough 
Marlow 
Nelson 
Richmond 
Rindge 
Roxbury 
Stoddard 
Sullivan 
Surry 
Swanzey 
Troy 
Walpole 
Westmoreland 
Winchester 


Income from Institutions: 


County Farm and Hospital 

Reimbursement of expenditures for 
support of poor 

Reimbursement for board and care 
of children 


Total current revenue receipts 


$3 443 
5,687 
7,266 
4508 
1,073 
4.530 

11,786 

15,501 

86,020 
5,509 
ihe, 
2.061 
1,237 
4 604 

547 
2.017 
908 
1,105 
9.358 
6,109 

14,247 
2.671 
9.049 


36,036 
1,403 
4.972 


61 
88 
29 
o9 
00 
65 
ot 
28 
18 
38 
67 
76 
46 
86 
D3 
63 
o4 
08 
13 
06 
78 
46 
27 


06 
14 
coll 


$200,560 00 


42.411 91 
$249 971 91 
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Receipts Other Than Current Revenue: 


Temporary loans during year 100,000 
Surry flood lands 273 
Sale of Leach lot 350 
Miscellaneous refunds 295 


Total receipts from all sources 
Cash on hand January 1, 1954 


DISBURSEMENTS 
General Government $29,584 
Superior Court 33,990 
Board and care of prisoners 1,499 
County Farm expenditures 105,523 
Direct relief 8,630 
Old age assistance 4 291 
Other charitable expenses 29,152 
Other expenses 4,306 
County extension service 12,000 
Elhot Community Hospital 3,000 
Construction and equipment 16,859 
Miscellaneous expense 1,498 
Note payment with interest 100,740 
Capital reserve fund 6,350 


Total disbursements 
Cash on hand at end of year 


Respectfully submitted, 


00 
37 
00 
84 


80 
19 
79 
93 
20 
02 
96 
ol 
00 
00 
O1 
86 
46 
00 


29 


100,919 21 


$343,891 12 
30,671 94 


$374,563 06 


$357,423 29 
17,139 77 


$374,563 06 


STAFFORD M. BOARDMAN, 
Treasurer of the County of Cheshire 
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COUNTY AUDITORS’ REPORT 
Cheshire County 
Period Ending Dee. 31, 1954 


COUNTY TREASURER’S ACCOUNT 


Balance on hand, Jan. 1, 1954 $30,671 94 
Receipts for period ending 
Dee. 31, 1954 348,891 12 
$374,563 06 
Payments for period ending 
Dec. 31, 1954 $357,423 29 
Balance as per cash book 
Dee. 31, 1954 $17,139 77 
Balance in Keene National Bank 
Dec. 31, 1954 $24,045 99 
Less outstanding orders Dee. 31, 1954 6,906 22 
Reconciled Bank Balance Dec. 31, 1954 $17,139 77 
COUNTY FARM SUPERINTENDENT’S ACCOUNT 
Balance on hand, Jan. Ist 1954 $200 00 
Total receipts for period ending 
Dee. 31, 1954 36,036 06 
Total remittance to County Treasurer 
ending Dee. 31. 1954 36,036 06 
Balance on hand Dee. 31, 1954 200 00 
INDEBTEDNESS 
Outstanding Temporary Loans in 
Anticipation of Taxes none 
Outstanding Long Term Notes none 
Outstanding Bonds none 
Bills Owed by County $1,990 03 


County Taxes Due from Towns and Cities none 
Signed 
DORIS W. MORGAN, 
M. D. MOYNIHAN, 
JANA Vels el voo County Auditors. 
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SUPERINTENDENT’S REPORT 


To the Honorable Board of County Commissioners of Cheshire 
County: 


I herewith submit my fifth annual report. 


I do not feel that I should say much about the condition 
of our buildings after the coverage that the Press gave to the 
report of the Division of Hospital Services of the State Board 
of Health. However when one division of the State Board of 
Health comes in and inspects and gives us a reasonably good 
report and feels that we should be encouraged as to the pro- 
eress we have made and commended for our efforts, and then 
another division not only condemns us but everything we are 
furnished to work with, it leaves us in a rather befuddled 
state of mind as to which way to proceed. Our boarders must 
be taken care of and we shall try to do our best with the funds 
and materials furnished us. 


After alterations made under Mr. Holbrook’s direction, 
and on orders from Mr. Billings of the division of Hospital 
Services of the State Board of Health, on October 26, all the 
women inmates in the women’s building were transferred to 
the second floor of the infirmary building. This made a rather 
crowded condition and upset the moral of the women but 
they are gradually adjusting themselves to their new abode. 


Our population has stayed fairly even. We have been 
fortunate in having no epidemics and few deaths. 


In view of the fact that our buildings are all condemned 
as unsafe and will not be needed in their present category 
after the new building is built in Keene, I am making no sug- 
gestions for improvement during the coming year. 


The new Ford truck purchased last summer seems to be 
proving very satisfactory. It is a relief to have a truck that 
you can depend on. The dual transmission and heavier job 
was needed for our type of work. 


The farm has continued to supply us with our milk and 
cream and most of our vegetables and meat as usual. 


Our Christmas time was helped with donations of money 
and presents. We wish at this time to publicly thank, both 
for ourselves and our inmates, all those who contributed to 
their enjoyment. 

EDWARD E. BAKER, 
Superintendent 

ESTHER D. SAWYER, 
Matron 
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INVENTORY OF MAPLEWOOD FARM 
For the Year Ending December 31, 1954 


Farm equipment, shop and plumbing supplies $10,000 00 


Boilerhouse, laundry and well equipment 7,700 00 
Hospital equipment and supplies 4,750 00 
Freezer plant 9,000 00 
Furniture and house supplies 10,500 00 
Groceries and supplies 4,000 00 
Wood and coal 9,000 00 
Horses 250 00 
Livestock 15,000 00 
Farm produce 5,000 00 
Sawed lumber 200 00 
Hay, grain and ensilage 4,000 00 
$75,400 00 
INVENTORY OF COUNTY FARM PROPERTY 
County Farm and buildings $130,000 00 
Personal property at farm 75,400 00 
Wood lot, Chesterfield 300 00 
$205,700 00 
DETAIL OF RECEIPTS 
Board paid by City and Towns: 1954 
Chesterfield $140 75 
Harrisville 245 45 
Jaffrey 905 05 
Keene 7,094 37 
Stoddard 521 15 
Sullivan D1 67 
Swanzey 126 20 
Troy a7 00 
Walpole 1,347 00 
Winchester 1219 of 
$11,864 01 
Board of private patients 10,301 03 
Miscellaneous 433 01 
Total 22,098 05 
Sale of farm products: 
Dairy 9,815 26 
Cattle and stock 732 51 


Pigs 743 00 
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Poultry and Eggs 1,420 94 
Miscellaneous 726 30 


13,438 01 
$36,036 06 


DETAIL OF PAYMENTS 
House of Correction: 


Labor $5,099 52 
Other expenses 120 31 
Farming: 
Seeds and fertilizer 1,726 44 
Labor 8,415 37 
Supplies 3,331 74 
Repairs 1,353 74 
Other 9 00 
Livestock : 
Feed 12,454 11 
Labor 2,895 00 
Supplies 101 00 
Other 1,292 36 
Operation and Maintenance of Plant: 
Labor 19,275 67 
Provisions 9,932 38 
Supplies 4,744 18 
Repairs 2,243 66 
Clothing 1,633 71 
Fuel, hight, power, ete. 10,403 90 
Insurance, taxes and other 0,676 61 


Hospital : 14,769 28 
$105,523 93 


PER CAPITA COST OF INMATES AT COUNTY FARM 
INCLUDING HOUSE OF CORRECTION 


No. Wks. Days 
2 


Almshouse 2,853 

House of Correction 648 5 
3,002 

Town boarders 563 

Private boarders 419 


982 
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Total County Farm expenditures $105,523 
Inventory of personal property at beginning of year 75,400 
Accounts payable at end of year 1,427 
Accounts for board receivable at beginning of year 2,176 
$184,527 
Cash receipts for Farm 
From boarders $22,165 04 
From other sources 138,871 02 
36,036 
Inventory of personal property at end of year 75,400 
Accounts payable at beginning of year 99 
Accounts for board receivable at end of year 1,806 
$113,341 
Balance against Farm 71,186 


Per capita cost per week of all inmates but excluding employees 


and guests, $20.32 


ESTIMATE OF PRODUCE USED FROM THE FARM 


29,000 quarts milk @ 17%4e $5,075 
1,460 quarts cream 1,460 
7,000 pounds pork @ 30¢ 2,100 
6,000 pounds beef @ 30¢ 1,800 
250 pounds veal @ 30¢ 15 
1,000 pounds chicken @ 40e 400 
2,700 doz. eggs @ 45¢ 1,315 
18 bushel broccoli @ 2.50 45 
1,500 pounds cabbage @ 4e 60 
60 bushel carrots @ 2.00 120 
300 bushel sweet corn @ 1.25 437 
20 bushel cucumbers @ 3.00 60 
00 bushel beets @ 1.75 87 
26 bushel beet greens @ 1.50 39 
28 bushel chard @ 1.50 42 
20 bushel lettuce @ 2.00 40 
12 bushel melons @ 3.00 36 
42 bushel endive @ 1.50 63 
30 bushel onions @ 2.00 60 
14 bushel peas @ 4.00 56 
4 bushel peppers @ 2.50 10 
68 bushel shell beans @ 3.00 204 
101 bushel string beans @ 3.00 301 
Radishes ) 
29 bushel tomatoes @ 2.00 58 


925 pounds summer squash @ 5e 46 


00 
00 
00 
00 
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214 ton winter squash @ 3¢ 
27 bushel spinach @ 1.25 
40 bushel turnip @ 1.50 

30 gal. maple syrup @ 4.75 
50 cord wood @ 15.00 


STOCK ON FARM DECEMBER 31, 1954 


2 Horses 

33 Cows 

17 Heifers over one year 
14 Steers over one year 
21 Calves under one year 


28 Hogs 


INMATES AT FARM JANUARY 1, 1955 


Abbott, Edward 
Avery, Frances 
Bergeron, Alphonse 
Bixby, Walter 
Bragg, Ralph 
Britton, Bertha 
Carboneau, Alex 
Clement, Fred 
Collins, George 
Connor, Harry 
Dalton, Harold 
Dandrews, Henry 
Deering, Laura 
Dayon, Charles 
Driscoll, Katherine 
Durand, Katherine 
Desolier, Albert 


Hamlin, Emma 
Howard, George 
Leware, Nelson 
Leary, Ann 
Lauckonen, Kalle 
MacDurfey, Arthur 
Moore, Elizabeth 
Muzzy, Ethel 
Pelky, Ernest 
Reil, William 
Sage, Ernest 
Stalker, John 
Thrasher, Bertha 
Whitney, Bertha 
Whitney, William 
Walsh, James 
Wilson, Erwin 


Flagg, Warren Wood, Peter 
Gilman, Henry 
DEATHS 
Date Name 
February 14 Arthur Biron 
March 24 Wilber Knight 


October 14 Martin Sullivan 


Age 
76 
89 
80 
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REPORT OF 
MASTER OF THE HOUSE OF CORRECTION 


To the Honorable Board of County Commissioners: 
Gentlemen: I hereby submit my report as Master of the 
House of Correction for year ending December 31, 1954. 
The following is a summary of the prisoners committed 
and discharged during the year: 


Number of prisoners January 1, 1954 16 
Number of prisoners committed 118 
Number of prisoners absconded 3 
Number of prisoners discharged 116 
Number of prisoners January 1, 1955 15 


Of the above 40 were committed for being drunk, 11 for 
vagrancy, 7 for assault, 5 held for court, 1 held for sheriff, 29 
for non-support, 3 for larceny, 7 driving while under the in- 
fluence, 2 for driving without license, 4 for stealing, 1 for sett- 
ing fire, 2 for breaking and entering, and one each for taking 
car, negligence, passing bad check, malicious damage, non- 
payment of taxes, and counterfeit check. 


Respectfully, 
EDWARD E. BAKER, 
Master 
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REPORT OF THE CLERK OF THE 
SUPERIOR COURT 


CLERK’S COURT ACCOUNT 
September Term 1953 


Cr. Dr 
To allowance for Clerk and clerical hire $2,976 77 
To recording permanent records 45 15 
To charges to County: 
Return of 68 divorees ete. @ .15 10 20 
3 mittimus 3 00 
26 capias 26 00 
To cash paid out: 
Postage & incidentals 31 68 
Motor Vehicle Dept. fines 725 00 
By credits: 
Costs received $146 05 
Motor Vehicle Dept. fines received 725 00 
Sale of dockets, 14 @ $2.00 28 00 
3 entry fees @ .90 2 70 
228 entries @ $2.50 570 00 
131 civil No. 8610-8742 (Entry fee 
on No. 8655-6 paid in Sullivan Co.) 
90 equity No. 5098-5190 (No entry 
fee on No. 5147 & 5181. Entry fee 
on No. 5169 & 5171 accounted for 
after Jan. 31, 1953) 
6 appeals 
1 Sessions No. 237 (No entry fee 
on No. 238) 
Items chargeable to County 39 20 
Miscellaneous credits 30 
Other fees for benefit of County 81 10 
Drawn on County Treasurer : 
September 30, 1953 $367 79 
October 31, 1953 502 438 
November 30, 1953 428 33 
December 31, 1953 440 73 
January 30, 1954 486 17 2,225 45 


$3817 80 $3,817 80 
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The foregoing account is examined and allowed and there 
is found to be no balance due the Clerk from the County, and 
no balance due the County from the Clerk, through January 
31, 1954. 

February 8, 1954 
STEPHEN M. WHEELER, 
Presiding Justice. 
A true copy, Attest; Charles J. Contas, Clerk. 


CLERK’S COURT ACCOUNT 
February Term 1954 


Cr. Dr. 
To allowance for Clerk and clerical hire $3,897 51 
To recording permanent records 244 65 
To charges to County: 
Return of 54 divorces @ .15 8 10 
9 mittimus 9 00 
31 capias 31 00 
To cash paid out: 
Postage & incidentals 32 50 
Motor Vehicle Dept. fines 200 00 
By eredits: 
Costs received $100 00 
Motor Vehicle Dept. fines received 200 00 
Sale of dockets, 26 @ $2.00 52 00 
335 entries @ $2.50 837 50 
175 Civil No. 8744-8918 
188 Equity No. 5191-5331 (No entry 
fee on 5226, 5253, 5258, 5274, 5284. 
Includes entry fee on 5169 & 5171.) 
19 Appeals 
3 Sessions No. 240-242 (No entry 
fee on No. 239.) 
Items chargeable to County 48 10 
Miscellaneous credits 11 61 
Other fees for benefit of County 132 00 
Drawn on County Treasurer: 
February 28, 1954 $353 53 
March 31, 1954 450 80 
April 30, 1954 345 36 
May 31, 1954 431 41 
June 30, 1954 401 12 
July 31, 1954 491 32 
August 31, 1954 568 O1 38,041 55 


$4499 76 $4,492 76 
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The foregoing account is examined and allowed and there 
is found to be no balance due the Clerk from the County, and 
no balance due the County from the Clerk, through August 31, 
1954. 

September 8, 1954 
J. H. LEAHY 
Presiding Justice. 


A true copy, Attest: Charles J. Contas, Clerk. 


REPORT OF COUNTY SOLICITOR 


I submit herewith my report as Solicitor for Cheshire 
County for the period January 1, 1954 through December 31, 
1954. This report includes a list of all cases involving felonies 
and misdemeanors which were processed through my office. 


FELONIES 
STATE VS. WALTER OUELLETTE 


Grand Larceny. Indictment waived. Plea: Guilty. Con- 
tinued for sentence. 


STATE VS. HARRY E. DeBELL 


Grand Larceny. Indictment waived. Plea: Guilty. Res- 
pondent sentenced to not less than a year and a day and not 
more than three years in State Prison. Committed. 


STATE VS. ROBERT H. PARROTT 
Grand Larceny. Indictment waived. Plea: Guilty. Con- 
tinued for sentence. 
STATE VS. JAMES 8S. SADDLEMIER 
Grand Lareeny. Indictment waived. Plea: Guilty.  Res- 
pondent placed on probation for three years. 
STATE VS. MAURICE LaSAULCE 
Reckless Driving, Death Resulting. Indictment returned 
by Grand Jury. Plea: Nolo. Respondent fined $200.00. 
STATE VS. ETHEL COLSON BONNER 
Forgery. Indictment waived. Plea: Guilty. Respondent 
sentenced to one year in House of Correction. Committed. 
STATE VS. ERNEST W. SIMONEAU 


Grand Larceny. Indictment waived. Plea: Guilty. Res- 
pondent sentenced to six months in House of Correction. Com- 
mitted. 
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STATE VS. GERTRUDE MURBY 


Murder. Grand Jury returned indictment for murder in 
first degree. Respondent insane. Committed to State Hos- 
pital. Indictment has been filed until such time as respondent 
regains sanity to stand trial. 


STATE VS. HAROLD B. WALKER 


Breaking, Entering and Larceny. Indictment waived. 
Plea: Guilty. Continued for sentence. 


STATE VS. FLETCHER B. FREDETTE 


Statutory Rape. Indictment returned by Grand Jury. Plea: 
Not Guilty. Trial by Jury. Verdict: Not Guilty. 


STATE VS. THOMAS C. NAYLOR, JR. 


Breaking, Entering and Larceny. Indictment waived. Plea: 
Guilty. Continued for sentence. 


STATE VS. THEODORE RAJANIEMI 


Breaking, Entering and Larceny. Indictment waived. Plea: 
Guilty. Continued for Sentence. 


STATE VS. FRANK S. RUSSELL 
Escaped Prisoner. Indictment waived. Plea: Guilty. Con- 
tinued for sentence. Probation. 
STATE VS. OLIVE L. BECKER 
Murder. Indictment for first degree murder returned by 
the Grand Jury. Plea: Not Guilty. Trial by jury. Verdict: 
Guilty, first degree manslaughter. Respondent sentenced to 
five to ten years in prison. Committed. 
STATE VS. BERNARD EH. RODRIQUEZ 
Leaving Scene of Accident. Indictment waived. Plea: 
Nolo. Continued for sentence. 
STATE VS. ALICH FINNERAL 
Breaking, Entering and Larceny. Indictment waived. Plea: 
Guilty. Continued for sentence. 
STATE VS. PETER MANULSKI, JR. 
Breaking, Entering and Larceny. Indictment waived. Plea: 
Guilty. Continued for sentence. Probation, one year. 
STATE VS. GEORGE H. BULLEY, JR. 
Breaking, Entering and Larceny. Plea: Guilty. Continued 
for sentence. Probation, for one year. 
STATE VS. THEODORE L. BROWN 


Breaking, Entering and Larceny. Plea: Guilty. Continued 
for sentence. Probation, for one year. 
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STATE VS. ERNEST CROWTHER 


Breaking and Entering. Indictment waived. Plea: Guilty. 
Continued for sentence. 


STATE VS. HAROLD HOLT 


Statutory Rape. Indictment waived. Plea: Guilty. Res- 
pondent sentenced to three to five years in State Prison. Com- 
mitted. 


STATE VS. CHARLES R. MILTON 


Reckless Driving, Death Resulting. Grand Jury returned 
a No Bill. 


STATE VS. CLAREBON McLAUGHLIN 


Statutory Rape. Indictment waived. Plea Guilty. Res- 
pondent sentenced to five to eight years in State Prison. Com- 
mitted. 


STATE VS. FREDERICK L. CLAPP 


Breaking and Entering. Plea: Guilty to Disorderly Person. 
Continued for sentence. Probation, one year. 


STATE VS. CARL LAGERBERG 


Breaking, Entering and Larceny. Plea: Guilty, Petit Lar- 
ceny. Continued for sentence. Probation, one year. 


STATE VS. LEON POPE 


Breaking, Entering and Larceny. Guilty to Petit Larceny. 
Continued for sentence. Probation, one year. 


APPEALS 
STATE VS. CARL ROBINSON 


Assault on Officer, two counts. Appealed from Keene 
Municipal Court. Plea: Guilty. Respondent sentenced to 
thirty days in House of Correction on each count. Committed. 


STATE VS. SOPHIA KULICK 
Drunken Disturbance. Appealed from Winchester Muni- 
cipal Court. Nol Prossed. 
STATE VS. ALFRED A. FERLAND 


Driving While Intoxicated. Appealed from Keene Muni- 
eipal Court. Plea: Not Guilty. Trial by jury. Verdict: Not 
Guilty 


STATE VS. E. J. HEARNE 


Assault. Appealed from Walpole Municipal Court. Nol 
Prossed. 
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STATE VS. BASIL C. WILBER 


Nonsupport. Appealed from Keene Municipal Court. Trial 
without jury. Verdict: Guilty. Continued for sentence. 


STATE VS. IDA M. KELLEY 


legal Parking. Appealed from Winchester Municipal 
Court. Nol Prossed. 


STATE VS. DORIS HOWE 


Neglect of Children. Appealed from Hinsdale Municipal 
Court. Nol Prossed. 


STATE VS. LINWOOD E. GORGES 


Driving While Intoxicated. Appealed from Keene Muni- 
cipal Court. Plea: Guilty. Fined $100.00. 


STATE VS. VIVIAN M. NORTON 


Driving While Intoxicated. Appealed from Keene Muni- 
cipal Court. Plea: Not Guilty. Trial by jury. Verdict Guilty. 
Fined $100.00. 


STATE VS. FREDERICK W. GOKEY 


Driving While Intoxicated. Appealed from Keene Muni- 
cipal Court. Plea: Guilty. Fined $100.00. 


STATE VS. JOSEPH H. SHILLADY, JR. 


Leaving Scene of Accident. Appealed from Keene Muni- 
cipal Court. Plea: Not Guilty. Verdict: Not Guilty. 


STATE VS. EVELYN TALLY 


Assault. Appealed from Keene Municipal Court. Nol Pros- 
sed. 


STATE VS. FRANCIS R. WILKEY 


Reckless Driving. Appealed from Walpole Municipal 
Court. Plea: Guilty. Fined $50.00. 


STATE VS. CLYDE M. UNDERWOOD, JR. 


Driving While Intoxicated. Appealed from Jaffrey Muni- 
eipal Court. Plea: Not Guilty. Trial by jury. Verdict: Not 
Guilty. : 


STATE VS. CHESTER W. HOWARD, JR. 


Assault on Officer. Appealed from Keene Municipal Court. 
Plea: Guilty. Respondent sentenced to sixty days in House of 
Correction. Committed. 


STATE VS. BERNARD GREENE 


Assault. Appealed from Keene Municipal Court. Nol 
Prossed. 
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STATE VS. ALEXANDER MAGOUN 


Failure to Keep to Right. Appealed from Keene Municipal 
Court. Plea: Not Guilty. Trial by jury. Verdict: Guilty. Fined 
$10.00. 


STATE VS. HERBERT O. BOYLE 

Disorderly Person. Appealed from Keene Municipal Court. 

Nol Prossed. 
STATE VS. MAURICE R. LETOURNEAU 

Contributing to Delinquency of Child. Appealed from 

Jaffrey Municipal Court. Nol Prossed. 
STATE VS. KENNETH LEE SHORT 

Road Racing. Appealed from Keene Municipal Court. Plea: 

Not Guilty. Trial by jury. Verdict: Not Guilty. 
STATE VS. VERNE CHASE 
Assault. Appealed to Keene Municipal Court. Nol Prossed. 


STATE VS. ERNEST PARK 


Nonsupport. Appealed from Keene Municipal Court. Nol 
Prossed. 


STATE VS. THEODORE L. BROWN 
Careless and Negligent Operation. Appealed from Keene 
Municipal Court. Plea: Guilty. Sentence, thirty days, sus- 
pended. 
STATE VS. WAYNE BROWN 
Careless and Negligent Operation. Appealed from Keene 
Municipal Court. Plea: Guilty. Fined $25.00. 
STATE VS. WILLIAM J. DEVINS 
Driving While Intoxicated. Appealed from Keene Muni- 
eipal Court. Plea: Guilty. Fined $100.00. | 
KENNETH BOURASSA 
Assault on Officer. Appealed from Keene Municipal Court. 
Plea: Guilty to Simple Assault. Fined $10.00. 
STATE VS. ARTHUR N. LASH, JR. 
Assault on Officer. Appealed from Keene Municipal Court. 
Plea: Guilty to Simple Assault. Fined $10:00. 
STATE VS. ARTHUR N. LASH, JR. 


Reckless Driving. Appealed from Keene Municipal Court. 
Plea: Guilty. Fined $50.00. 


D2 CHESHIRE COUNTY REPORTS 


STATE VS. BENJAMIN L. SHARFF 


Careless and Negligent Operation. Appealed from Keene 
Municipal Court. Plea: Guilty to Failing to Keep to Right of 
Solid Line. Fine $10.00. 


STATE VS. AUGUST J. BLACK 


Driving While Intoxicated. Subsequent offense. Appealed 
from Keene Municipal Court. Plea: Not Guilty. Trial by jury. 
Verdict: Guilty. Respondent sentenced to sixty days in House 
of Correction. Suspended. $200.00 fine. 


STATE VS. KENNETH MERRIFIELD 


Permitting Unlicensed Person to Operate. Appealed from 
Keene Municipal Court. Plea: Not Guilty. Trial by jury. Ver- 
dict: Guilty. Fined $25.00. 


STATE VS. JOSEPH R. KELLY 


Driving While Intoxicated. Appealed from Winchester 
Municipal Court. Plea: Not Guilty. Trial by jury. Plea: 
Guilty. Fined $75.00. 


In addition to the above matters, my officers processed a 
variety of items for the County Commissioners, the New Ham- 
pshire Public Welfare Department and various Municipal 
Courts throughout the county. 


I wish to extend my thanks and appreciation to the Chesh- 
ire County Commissioners, Attorney General’s office, the 
Sheriff’s department, Keene Police department and all other 
law enforcement agencies in Cheshire County for their assist- 
ance in the year 1954. 

Very respectfully submitted, 
JOSEPH T. CRISTIANO 
County Solicitor 


SHERIFF’S REPORT 1954 


To the Honorable Board of County Commissioners and Voters 
of Cheshire County: 


As Sheriff of Cheshire County I am presenting herewith a 
brief summary of the work accomplished by the Sheriff’s De- 
partment of your County Government from February 15, 1954, 
at which time I resumed the office of Sheriff after a leave of 
absence, to December 31, 1954. 

The following 1 is a list of cases on which fivestieatenm have 
been made since February 15, 1954. 

Murder 2 


Larceny 34 
B. E. & L. 33 
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Assault 

Investigation of fires 

Stolen cars 

Malicious damage to property 

Non-support 

Investigation of sudden deaths: 
Fatal motor vehicle accidents 
Heart 


© DO 
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Juvenile Respondents Ly 
Patients to State Hospital 10 
Minors to Industrial School 3 
Lost persons 1 
Missing girls 1 
Missing boys 1 
Removing mortgaged property from stats 1 
Lost boys 2 


Sex crimes: 
Unnatural act 
Statutory rape 
Investigation of sex groups and parties 
Lewd and lascivious 


NN Re 
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14 
Arrest for police of other States and Counties 
Obtaining money under false pretenses 
Bastardy 
Attempted suicides 
Baord of Health violations 
Esecapees from County Jail 
Prostitution 
Complaints of a minor nature D 
The following is an account of expenses for the February 


peed eed CT CD Et DO HR OD 


~) 


Term of Superior Court: 

Sheriff Arthur N. Jennison 
Attendance to Court 61 days @ $10.00 $610 00 
Mileage, 2 mi. per day, 61 days @ .20 12 20 


$622 20 
Commissioner to Perform the Duties of Sheriff 
Frank W. Walker 
Attendance to Court 6 days @ $10.00 $60 00 
Mileage, 2 mi. per day, 6 days @ .20 1 20 


$61 20 


54 CHESHIRE COUNTY REPORTS 


Deputy Sheriff Frank W. Walker 
Attendance to Court 3014 days @ $10.00 $305 00 


Mileage, 2 mi. per day, 29 days @ .20 o 80 
$310 80 
Deputy Sheriff Ralph R. Winham 
Attendance to Court 2214 days @ $10.00 $225 00 
Mileage, 32 mi. per day, 23 days @ 3.20 73 60 
One meal per day, 21 days @ 1.00 21 00 
(2 days out for Jury dinners) 
$319 60 
Deputy Sheriff V. Richard Chambers 
Attendance to Court 7 days @ $10.00 $70 OO 
Mileage, 4 mi. per day, 6 days @ .40 2 40 
$72 40 
Deputy Sheriff Hubert F. O’Neil 
Attendance to Court 4 days @ $10.00 $40 00 
Mileage, 36 mi. per day, 3 days @ 3.60 10 80 
One meal per day, 3 days @ 1.00 3 00 
$53 80 
Deputy Sheriff William J. Prario 
Attendance to Court 3 days @ $10.00 $30 00 
Mileage, 20 mi. per day, 3 days @ 2.00 6 00 
One meal per day, 3 days @ 1.00 5° 00F 
$39 00 
Deputy Sheriff Don J. Williams 
Attendance to Court 2% days @ $10.00 $25 00 
Mileage, 2 mi. per day, 3 days @ .20 60 
$25 60 
$1,504 60 


The following is an account of expenses for the September 
Term of Spuerior Court: 


Sheriff Arthur N. Jennison 


Attendance to Court 46 days @ $10.00 $460 00 
Mileage, 2 mi. per day, 46 days @ .20 9 20 


$469 20 
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Deputy Sheriff Charles H. Miller 


Attendancée to Court 16144 days @ $10.00 $165 
Mileage, 8 mi. per day, 13 days @ .80 10 
One meal per day, 7 days @ 1.00 | € 


(5 days out for Jury dinners) 


Deputy Sheriff Ralph R. Winham 


Attendance to Court 10 days @ $10.00 $100 

Mileage, 32 mi. per day, 6 days @ 3.20 is) 

One meal per day, 2 days @ 1.00 2 
(4 days out for Jury dinners) 


Deputy Sheriff V. Richard Chambers 


Attendance to Court 2 days @ $10 00 $20 
Mileage, 4 mi. per day, 2 days @ .40 


Deputy Sheriff Charles C. Haton 


Attendance to Court 2 days @ $10.00 $20 
Mileage, 36 mi. per day, 1 day @ 3.60 3 
One meal per day, 2 days @ 1.00 2 


Deputy Sheriff Dennis J. Griffin 
Attendance to Court 8 days @ $10.00 $80 
Mileage, 48 mi. per day, 8 days @ 4.80 38 
One meal per day, 7 days @ 1.00 " 
(1 day out for Jury dinner) 


Deputy Sheriff Hubert F. O’Neil 
Attendance to Court 15 days @ $10.00 $150 
Attendance to Jury (Becker 


murder trial) 3 nights @ $10.00 30 
Mileage, 36 mi. per day, 18 days @ 3.60 46 
One meal per day, 8 days @ 1.00 8 


(5 days out for Jury dinners) 


00 
40 
00 


00 
20 
00 


00 
80 


00 
60 
00 


00 
40 
00 


00 


00 
80 
00 
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$182 40 


$121 20 


$20 80 


$25 60 


$125 40 


$234 80 
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Deputy Sheriff Ernest L. Goodall 


Attendance to Court 22 days @ $10.00 $220 00 
Attendance to Jury (Becker 


murder trial) 4 nights @ $10.00 40 00 
Mileage, 40 mi. per day, 21 days @ 4.00 48 00 
One meal per day, 16 days @ 1.00 16 00 
(5 days out for Jury dinners) 
$360 00 
$1,539 40 


Respectfully submitted, 
ARTHUR N. JENNISON, 
Sheriff. 
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